January 29th, 2012

Hi 

Last Monday was Chinese New Year's day. In the evening, in TST, there was the annual parade of floats (12 this year) and performing groups (23 of them), one of these groups coming from the US. It was broadcast on TV (Chinese channels), though I got bored watching it; most of the time - this being HK - they spent on the performing groups! 


Tuesday and Wednesday were also holidays. Temperatures dropping all through the new year to below 100C. On Tuesday evening there was the fireworks display over the harbour. By Wednesday, temperatures were down to 50C in places. And on this day, the Lantau cable car broke down again - the fourth time in two months - leaving 800 people stranded for nearly two hours in temperatures of 30C with no information being given to people. Understandable, a lot of people, many of them tourists, were none too happy. The system, which is run by a subsidiary of the MTR, will be closed for 10 days. 


The run yesterday was exactly the same as for this weekend last year - from TMT to the coast and around to Luk Keng. Gosh, the years go quickly; last year's run just seems like yesterday. I was expecting a good run but it turned out to be tough and slow at 3 h 8 mins. There must have had some drizzle recently as many of the rocky paths were wet and slimy and treacherous. This was particularly so when coming downhill on rocky paths where the rocks are not placed flat but are at angles; very easy to slip on them; that probably slowed me down a bit. 


Heard on the news that tiny plastic fibres in the sea are getting into marine organisms and the food chains. This will cause problems in humans who eat fish and other marine organisms. The report said that most of the fibres get into the sea from washing clothes; the small fibres comes off the clothes, enter the drainage system that eventually ends up in the sea.  The other day, a large number of whales was beached in Golden Bay in NZ (at the top of the South Island). Golden Bay has a very long sand bar that stretches out into the ocean that lies directly in the path of migrating whales, which are regularly beached there. 


Read in Time magazine that this year is the bicentennial of the birth of Charles Dickens (7 February 1812 in Portsmouth, the place where HMS Victory is located - remember visiting it in 1990?). So, this year, you should read one of his books - Oliver Twist, Great Expectations, A Tale of Two Cities or Hard Times are suggestions as I have read them all. I also read Great Expectations and Hard Times in productions sent free from Stanford University several years ago, which were reproduced in the identical weekly serial format and font that Dickens used to publish all(?) his books. 

That's about it.

Cheers

PS: I am over-writing the letter from last year. But this, time, instead of deleting it, I have retained it so you can read it to see what happened a year ago.

------

January 30th, 2011

This past week I did not do any gym exercise. At the end of the previous week, I found it so difficult to do rowing so I guessed I was rather tired. But I went for a run yesterday. Cool (about 120C), dry and fine again. I ran from Tai Mei Tuk to Brides Pool then around the coast to Luk Keng, not far from the border. I also had another nasty fall coming down a rough, rocky path. I was able to continue but later, when my body cooled down, the injuries became apparent. I could not use my right hand (which would have been the one that I instinctively would have extended to cushion the fall). My right thigh was also injured and it was difficult  to walk. Not so bad now. As has happened in many other falls, it happened just a short distance from the 'safety' of a good path. I guess my lose my concentration. The time for the run was 2 h 55 min (having subtracted 3 minutes for the time spent of the fall and getting going again). 


Talking above about the weather, HK has been having an extended period of colder weather this year. Many 'cold weather' warnings, which happens when temperatures are to fall below about 150C. Only 150C! - if it were Boston, they would probably be issuing hot weather warnings! Something to do with the “La Nina” (the girl) phenomenon; not to be confused with the “El Nino” (the boy). 


Swine flu is back in HK. Two people died from it this past week. At the Baptist Hospital, a woman died after getting wrong treatment – she was given four doses of a respiratory dilator instead of adrenaline.


Also in HK, memorial and funeral services were held for a prominent pro-democracy veteran. However, the government banned two 1989 Tienanmen activists from entering HK to attend the memorial service. This suggests that the HK government might have received instructions from Beijing not to let them in. 


The submission for the Singapore Chemistry books was accepted (slight groan!). So that means I am going to be busy. As the submission date for the junior secondary science books was a week later, we don't yet know the result. If accepted, I am going to be very busy indeed. 

 
It was reported the other day that Guangdung plans to combines several cities to form a single city of 42 million people!! Imagine that! This was later denied by officials, though Chinese officials cannot always be believed. 


The other evening, I watched bits of a documentary about medical students dissecting cadavers (I was also trying to watch the HK TV news at the same time). I assumed it was at an Australian medical school, but when I saw the credits at the end, it turned out to be at the  Otago Medical School in Dunedin. They certainly have very good facilities there. Also, the donors and their remains are treated with respect, which even includes a service for the students and family members of the donors. This is contrast to the lack of respect that seems to be the case in HK (at least based on incidents several years ago when remains were disposed of in a landfill!). 


Did you pick up the gaff by the new US House Speaker when talking recently about happiness in the country. He stated that 'happiness' is guaranteed by the US constitution. Unfortunately he is wrong. The constitution says nothing about this. Rather the “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness" he was referring to comes from the Declaration of Independence. Even I know that! And this guy is second in line (after the vice president) to the presidency! 

I have fixed the layout glitches with my website. So the alignment of pictures and captions is now correct and on zooming in or out, everything moves in proportion. I tested it downstairs with the lobby computer and it is OK. However, Firefox still does not open the videos, though whether that applies to Firefox browsers on other computers or just those below I don't know.  I have also added some more files under “My Diaries”.  So take another look at:  rmheyworth.hosthongkong.com 
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